Update to Parents on Elementary Math Committee Meetings
Dear Parents:

At the direction of the Jefferson School District Board of Education, three math committees were formed at the beginning of the school year – one for the elementary schools, one for the middle school, and one for the high school.  Each committee has members that include school administrators, teachers, and parents.  The purpose of the committees is to report back to the Board of Education with a recommended math program that, if approved by the Board, would be used starting in the 2007-2008 school year.  This letter summarizes the good work being done by the elementary math committee since the committee started meeting in October.
Needs for replacing the current math program
· A different math program would allow us to raise both our expectations for what our children can learn in math and their level of achievement.
· Changes to the math program are needed to stay ahead of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals set by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (percentage of students who score at the proficient/advanced level).
· A properly chosen new math program could ease some students’ transition from elementary to middle school.
· The current student textbooks are at the end of their normal replacement cycle.

Math program requirements
The committee discussed several elements that are important to any math program:

· Covers all math topics recommended by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) and that are tested on the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (WKCE) at each grade level.
· Coordinates with the middle school and high school programs

· Addresses the needs of every student

· Parent friendly

· Teacher friendly

Programs that were evaluated
Several math programs that are offered by major publishers of elementary education materials were evaluated.  Sample materials were obtained from the publishers and reviewed by the committee.  (Several other programs were considered but were eliminated early in the process and not given a full evaluation.)
· Math Expressions – Houghton Mifflin

· Think Math – Harcourt

· Everyday Math, Third Edition – McGraw-Hill

Recommendation

The elementary math committee will be recommending the Everyday Math, Third Edition program.  This new edition of this program has just become available for the 2007-2008 school year.  Some features of Everyday Math that the committee liked:

· Includes a strong emphasis on addition, subtraction, multiplication and division concepts and facts.
· Uses a teaching technique called “spiraling”, where concepts are repeated throughout the school year with a gradually increasing level of difficulty
· Integrates writing into the math curriculum as students explain their thinking processes in problem solving.  This is important, as it is part of the WKCE test format.

· Includes a student text book for reference in class and at home

· Provides a letter for parents at the beginning of each chapter with a brief explanation of the chapter and answers to homework.
Next steps
The Administrative Team will make recommendations to the Board of Education at the Board’s March 26 meeting. This will be a first reading for the school board and information will be shared concerning the rationale for this recommendation. Parents are invited to attend this meeting or to contact the elementary principals if they have any questions before this meeting. Informational links are also available from the school district’s web site under the “math curriculum” heading. We anticipate that there will be a second reading of the Everyday Math, Third Edition at the April 17 school board meeting. We are also planning to hold a parent information night some time between the two school board meetings. As soon as that date is confirmed, we will get the date, time, and location to you. Thank you.  
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