ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MATH COMMITTEE

REPORT TO THE BOARD

NOVEMBER 13, 2006

Team Members:

Administrators:
Larry Gierach, Connie Pellmann, John Orcutt, Steve Landfried, Don Nolan, Mike Swartz

Teachers:
Verna Stelse, Michelle Powers, Kristi Schroeder, Wendy Schneller, Jodi Smithback, Jeanna Stellmacher
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Richard Stegehuis, William Pupanek, Barb Erdman, Michael O’Brien, Kathryn Keller, Ruth Whitmore 

Meetings:

October 18, 2006

October 24, 2006

November 7, 2206

November 20, 2006

November 28, 2006 
Agenda Topics Discussed:

October 18 meeting: 
Reviewed our Mission/Vision Statement and connection to Strategic Plan. Discussed our purpose, roles, and responsibilities. Reviewed the Criterion-Referenced Test Framework document and the six strands. Shared information on communication strategies.   
October 24 meeting:
Discussed the website created by John Orcutt so that all math committees can access information. Reviewed data concerning the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade math performances on the WKCE. Based on testing information from the M.S., began to identify students’ needs at the elementary level. Developed strategies to gather information on best practices (identifying and visiting schools similar to our elementary schools). 
November 7 meeting:
Reviewed additional data that compared performance to the various math strands. Did an item analysis of questions on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade WKCE.  Introduced the survey of math coverage from the elementary schools (to be discussed at next meeting). Heard a report from the WEAC convention concerning the math workshops/sessions. Committee felt it was time to start looking at examples of various math curriculums. This will begin at next meeting.

Committee Summary to Date:

· Elementary student math performances on the WKCE continue to stay ahead of the AYP targets (47.5% for 2006-07 and 58% for years 2007-2010).
· Changes to our math curriculum are needed to keep ahead of the AYP targets (percentage of students who score at the proficient/advanced level).

· Of the six math strands, the area of algebraic relationships is the lowest performance skill for the elementary students.
· Effective communication between the parents, students, and staff is critical to the success of adopting any new curriculum.  

