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     Suggested Best Practices

The K-4 Jefferson Kids program is committed to providing quality educational programming for all four year olds in a nurturing, play-based and developmentally appropriate environment. The K-4 Jefferson Kids program expects all partners to follow the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards guiding principles and to strive to meet the best practices standards outlined in the article entitled “High-Quality Preschool:  Why We Need It and What it Looks Like” by Linda Espinosa, NIEER (National Institute of Early Education Research)  Document, Issue I, Nov. 2002, p.5-6, website: http://nieer.org/resources/policybriefs/1.pdf . 
The Essential Indicators of Quality Preschool identified include: 
Aspects of Process:

· There are positive relationships between teachers and children. 
· The room is well-equipped with sufficient materials and toys. 

· Communication occurs throughout the day, with mutual listening, talking/responding, and encouragement to use reasoning and problem-solving.
· Opportunities for art, music/movement, science, math, block play, sand, water, and dramatic play are provided daily.
· There are materials and activities to promote understanding and acceptance of diversity. 

· Parents are encouraged to be involved in all aspects of the program. 

Aspects of Structure: 
· Adult-child ratios do not exceed NAEYC recommendations.
· Group sizes are small. 

· Teachers and staff are qualified and compensated accordingly. 

· All staff are supervised and evaluated, and have opportunities for professional                                                                                                                                                        growth. 

The WMELS Guiding Principles are: 
1. All children are capable and competent. 
Development and learning begins at birth, for all children and in all settings. The Early Learning Standards support practices that promote development and protect young children from the harm that results from inappropriate expectations. In this, they are aligned with ethical principles of the early childhood profession.
2. A child’s early learning and development is multidimensional.
Developmental domains are highly interrelated. The Early Learning Standards reflect the interconnectedness of the domains of children’s development: social and emotional development, approaches to learning, language development and communication, health and physical development, and cognition and general knowledge.
3. Expectations for children must be guided by knowledge of child growth and development. The Early Learning Standards are based on research about the processes and sequences of young children’s learning and development, and the conditions under which children develop to their fullest potential.
4. Children are individuals who develop at various rates. The Early Learning Standards recognize that there are individual rates of development and learning across any age range.
5. Children are members of cultural groups that share developmental patterns.  The Early Learning Standards acknowledge that children’s development and learning opportunities reflect the cultural and linguistic diversity of children, families and environments.  
6. Children exhibit a range of skills and competencies within any domain of development.  The Early Learning Standards support the development of optimal learning experiences that can be adapted for individual developmental patterns.  
7. Children learn through play and the active exploration of their environment.  The Early Learning Standards reflect the belief that children should be provided with opportunities to explore and apply new skills through child-initiated and teacher-initiated activities, and through interactions with peers, adults and materials. Teachers and families can best guide learning by providing these opportunities in natural, authentic contexts.  
8. Parents are children’s primary and most important caregivers and educators.  Families, communities and schools all have significant roles to play in terms of what opportunities are available to children, and how well a child is able to take advantage of those learning opportunities.  
