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K-4 Jefferson Kids Curriculum Report
The K-4 Jefferson Kids Curriculum Committee researched and reviewed various curriculum options for the program over the past several months.  It is our recommendation that the “Creative Curriculum” be utilized because it most closely reflects the accepted early learning philosophy of a play-based developmentally appropriate program.

Here are some highlights of the Creative Curriculum program:

· Creative Curriculum is hands-on, play based, and utilizes learning centers

· Creative Curriculum is aligned to the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards (WMELS) 
· Program provides a “framework.”  

· Creative Curriculum allows for individualization of the program for each classroom and student.

· Program allows teachers to use their own particular strengths and areas of expertise.
· Program easily lends itself to bring in other components (e.g., Read, Play & Learn, Jolly Phonics, etc).
· Creative Curriculum guide was very user-friendly.

· The curriculum is easy to use for both new and veteran teachers.

· Program would be easy to incorporate into existing 4 year preschool programs.

· Creative Curriculum bridges well into our existing K-5 programs
· Creative Curriculum provides authentic assessment opportunities (through the use of observations, portfolio assessment, etc).
The Creative Curriculum balances both teacher-directed and child-initiated learning, with an emphasis on responding to children's learning styles and building on their strengths and interests. This research-based preschool curricula applies the latest theory and research on best practices in teaching and learning and the content standards developed by states and professional organizations.  The Creative Curriculum for Preschool clearly defines the teacher's vital role in connecting content, teaching, and learning for preschool children.  Further information can be found at: http://www.teachingstrategies.com/book/0019_CCforPS.cfm 

K-4 Jefferson Kids Curriculum Committee Goals for the 2007-08 School Year:

· Training for the K-4 Jefferson Kids program (once the sites and teachers have been selected)
· 1 day for the Creative Curriculum Teaching strategies/assessments
· 2 days (12 hours) of Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards Training

· Purchasing Materials

· Creative Curriculum Kit for each classroom 
· Begin to Create a Resource Library

· Have materials and resources in a central location that can be checked out by K-4 & K-5 teachers.  
· Example: Read, Play & Learn Curriculum  (this is a supplemental curriculum that has an excellent literacy component, but would not be necessary to have at each site)
· Purchasing materials to be housed in the resource library 
· Create a list of what is available in the library

· Create a “K-4 report card/ assessment.”  
· This would reflect the assessments within the Creative Curriculum, but it would provide further information to parents and K-5 teachers about each student’s progress throughout the year.

· We need to determine how often this assessment would be completed.

· Create K-4 Jefferson Kids curriculum binders- This would be created so all K-4 staff has the same materials and information to start and guide their program.
· Assessment information
· Curriculum information

· Curriculum inventory list
· Training materials

· Resource library list
· Create a “Parent Outreach Committee” 
· The committee will look into the possibility of home visits, family fun nights, and parent-teacher conferences.

· We need a person to be a liaison between the Curriculum Committee and the Parent Outreach Committee (parent-teacher conferences, etc. directly tie into our assessment).
· Set up framework for monthly planning meetings with K-4 staff during 2008-09 school year
· Discuss teaching successes and struggles

· Updating and Adding to the K-4 Curriculum binder

· Teaching successes, etc.
