Do We Still Need This Referendum?

Yes.  The District still believes very strongly that the revised High School Facilities Project, as well as ongoing district-wide maintenance projects, are needed.  While we have reworked the proposed solution in response to our community, our needs have not changed. 


Jefferson High School is still an aging, outdated, and inefficient High School.


JHS was originally constructed in 1963, with additions in 1967 and 1977.   Minor upgrades and renovations were completed as necessary to improve delivery of programs and to address routine maintenance issues. Many building systems such as heating, cooling, ventilation, electrical, and plumbing now exceed their normal life expectancy.



Security and safety are a primary concern, especially related to the main entrance lobby and general access to the building.



The multi-level building design affects students and residents with special needs and creates significant American with Disabilities Act (ADA) code compliance issues.



Windows, doors, and lighting are inefficient and inadequate by today’s standards.


Our facility challenges continue to affect our High School learning environment.


Antiquated science labs and inadequate Special Education areas do not meet students’ needs.



Our outdated electrical system and building design fail to provide the appropriate infrastructure for technology and computer labs.



Classroom locations and their proximity to the cafeteria affect delivery of programs due to noise levels.



It’s increasingly difficult to meet our students’ needs for appropriate gym space due to changes in the Physical Education curriculum, growth in the girls sports program (due to Title IX federal legislation passed in 1972 after the high school was built), as well as increased community use.


The cost of waiting continues to increase. 


Construction costs continue to rise nationally between 5 to 7 percent, on average, per year. The increased cost of oil, fuel, and petroleum-based products (such as roofing materials, insulation, and asphalt), as well as spikes in the cost of steel, copper and drywall, have led to volatile changes in the construction market this year.  In fact, if the District had decided to propose the exact same High School plan again in November, the cost would have risen by 7.5 percent from $45.6 million to just over $49 million. 



The District can continue to maximize taxpayers’ dollars because the construction market remains “soft.” This means subcontractors will be very interested in our project and will likely submit competitive bids to win the job.  This helps keep costs down.

· Interest rates remain near record lows.  This means it costs less to finance the proposed projects, saving the District and taxpayers money.

