SCHOOL DISTRICT OF JEFFERSON

JEFFERSON, WISCONSIN

Community Forum on Consolidation

Wednesday, August 22, 2007
AUDIENCE QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 

PROVIDED BY THE JEFFERSON ADMINISTRATION
1. Could a high school be built on land owned by Johnson Creek?

· Yes

2. Is a Union High School an option?

· We are not sure. This is a matter that would have to be researched by legal counsel.

3. What are the opinions of other consolidated school districts after time?

· Opinions vary depending on who you talk to.  Some people are very pleased with the results of consolidation and others wish it had never occurred.
4. What would enrollment be for a consolidated high school?

· Based on 2006-07 enrollments:

Jefferson (637) + Johnson Creek (178)
=
   815

Jefferson (637) + Lake Mills (434)
=    
1,071


Jefferson (637) + Johnson Creek (178) + Lake Mills (434)
=
1,249

Johnson Creek (178) + Lake Mills (434)
=
   612

5. What is the current long-term debt of Jefferson, Johnson Creek, and Lake Mills?

· Jefferson 

= 
$10.555 million
Lake Mills 

= 
$3.1 million

Johnson Creek 
= 
?
6. What about consolidation with other districts such as Fort Atkinson?

· The School District of Jefferson has not discussed this option.

7. What happens to the existing building should consolidation occur?

· Wisconsin statutes state that on the effective consolidation date of two or more districts, title to all property and the assets of the school districts become claims, obligations, and contracts of the new consolidated district.  Therefore, the new board of education would determine what happens to existing school buildings.

8. How hard is it to reverse a consolidation?

· Wisconsin statutes address this question.  It is difficult to answer because it depends on what options are chosen by the district choosing to reverse consolidation.
9. How do districts consolidate various salary/compensation packages?

· Wisconsin statutes state that on the effective consolidation date of two or more districts the following apply:

The new consolidated district assumes the rights and obligations of the consolidating districts under the provisions of any collective bargaining agreement that applies to these employees.

The collective bargaining agreement remains in effect until the expiration date of the agreement or until a new collective bargaining agreement between the school district and representatives of these employees is effective, whichever comes first.
10. What is being looked at—PK-12 or 9-12 High School only?

· Both

11. Could Jefferson dissolve and join into other districts?
· Yes

12. What would the total number be of upcoming graduating classes in a consolidated high school?

· Based on 2006-07 enrollments:

Class of 2007

Jefferson (136) + Johnson Creek (34)
=
170

Jefferson (136) + Lake Mills (115)
=
251

Jefferson (136) + Johnson Creek (34) + Lake Mills (115)
=
285

Johnson Creek (34) + Lake Mills (115)
=
149

Class of 2008

Jefferson (175) + Johnson Creek (50)
=
225

Jefferson (175) + Lake Mills (114)
=
289

Jefferson (175) + Johnson Creek (50) + Lake Mills (114)
=
339

Johnson Creek (50) + Lake Mills (114)
=
164

Class of 2009

Jefferson (159) + Johnson Creek (43)
=
202
Jefferson (159) + Lake Mills (95)
=
254

Jefferson (159) + Johnson Creek (43) + Lake Mills (95)
=
297

Johnson Creek (43) + Lake Mills (95)
=
138

Class of 2010

Jefferson (167) + Johnson Creek (51)
=
218

Jefferson (167) + Lake Mills (110)
=
277

Jefferson (167) + Johnson Creek (51) + Lake Mills (110)
=
328

Johnson Creek (51) + Lake Mills (110)
=
161

13. Would the consolidation of Lake Mills with Johnson Creek be an option?
· Yes

14. How does funding of a Union High School work?

· Funding for a Union High School works the same as for a K-12 district except at different levels of state equalization reimbursement. The Union High School district would have its own tax levy, revenue limit formula and state equalization aid.
15. When is Johnson Creek considering building?

· Johnson Creek has not set a timeline for any construction at this time.
16. What are Lake Mills’ upcoming plans?

· Voters will go to the polls on October 2, 2007.  They are being asked to approve $15.3 million for additions/renovations to their Middle School; $5.1 million for renovations/safety improvements to their High School; and $400,000 per year for five years to exceed the revenue cap. 
17. How much would a 1200-1400 student school cost?

· A rough estimate would be $60 million plus the cost of land.  This is based on 225 square feet per student and a cost of $185 per square foot of construction.
18. How much would it cost to bring remaining schools up to standard?

· We have not researched this question.  






